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Abstract

Hypoglycemia is a common and potentially dangerous complication in 
hospitalized patients with diabetes. This phenomenon poses significant 
risks, including increased morbidity, extended hospital stays, and even 
mortality. The incidence of hypoglycemia is influenced by various factors, 
including the type of diabetes, medications used, the patient's overall clinical 
condition, and nutritional intake. This article discusses the definition, 
causes, risk factors, clinical manifestations, management strategies, and 
implications of hypoglycemia in hospitalized patients with diabetes. We 
emphasize the importance of individualized care, continuous monitoring, 
and collaborative efforts among healthcare providers to mitigate the risks 
associated with hypoglycemic events.
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Nutritional changes: Changes in a patient’s oral intake due to illness, fasting 
prior to procedures or dietary restrictions can predispose them to low blood 
glucose levels.

Increased physical activity: Unexpected increases in physical activity, like 
mobilization after surgery or therapy sessions, can decrease blood glucose 
levels quickly.

Acute illness: Stress from acute illness can affect glucose metabolism, 
increasing the risk of hypoglycemia in those on insulin or other glucose-
lowering medications [3].

Alcohol consumption: In some cases, alcohol is consumed on an empty 
stomach during hospitalization, leading to impaired gluconeogenesis and 
subsequent hypoglycemia.

Risk factors
Several risk factors contribute to the incidence of hypoglycemia among 
hospitalized individuals with diabetes:

- Type of diabetes: Patients with Type 1 diabetes are at greater risk than those 
with Type 2 due to their absolute dependence on exogenous insulin.

- Aging: Older adults often experience impaired counterregulatory hormone 
responses to hypoglycemia, making them more susceptible [4].

-  History of hypoglycemia: A previous episode of hypoglycemia increases 
the likelihood of future episodes, often diminishing awareness of subsequent 
events.

-  Concurrent medications: Certain medications, such as beta-blockers and 
some antibiotics, can mask symptoms associated with hypoglycemia or 
exacerbate its occurrence.

Clinical manifestations
The clinical manifestations of hypoglycemia can be categorized based on 
severity:

1. Mild hypoglycemia: Symptoms include shakiness, sweating, palpitations, 
hunger, and irritability. Patients can often self-treat these symptoms with oral 
glucose [5].

2. Moderate hypoglycemia: Symptoms become more pronounced, including 
confusion, drowsiness, and difficulty concentrating. Patients may require 
assistance and oral carbohydrates for management.

3. Severe hypoglycemia: This level can lead to seizures, loss of consciousness, 
or even death. Immediate medical intervention, including intravenous dextrose 
or glucagon administration, is critical.

Diagnosis
Diagnosing hypoglycemia involves a combination of patient history, 
symptom assessment, and blood glucose measurement. Documenting the 
timing, severity, and potential triggers of hypoglycemic episodes can help in 
understanding the underlying causes and tailoring treatment strategies [6].

Management strategies
Effective management of hypoglycemia in hospitalized patients with diabetes 
necessitates an individualized approach that includes:

1. Frequent blood glucose monitoring: Regular monitoring of blood glucose 
levels is essential to detect and treat hypoglycemia early. Continuous glucose 
monitoring systems can improve real-time feedback and intervention [7].

2.  Patient education: Involving patients in their own care and educating 
them about the signs and symptoms of hypoglycemia encourage early self-
management.
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Introduction
Diabetes mellitus is a prevalent chronic condition characterized by elevated 
blood glucose levels resulting from defects in insulin production, insulin 
action, or both. While diabetes management focuses extensively on achieving 
optimal glycemic control to prevent hyperglycemia-related complications, 
the risk of hypoglycemia is often overlooked, especially in hospitalized 
patients. Hypoglycemia, defined as a blood glucose level of less than 70 mg/
dL (3.9 mmol/L), can lead to various symptoms ranging from mild (shakiness, 
sweating) to severe (confusion, seizures, loss of consciousness). In a hospital 
setting, hypoglycemia may complicate a patient's recovery, extend the length 
of hospitalization, and increase healthcare costs [1].

Description
Causes of hypoglycemia
Hypoglycemia in hospitalized patients with diabetes can arise from multiple 
factors, including:

Insulin administration: Excessive doses of insulin, especially when not 
adjusted for a change in patient's nutritional intake or activity level, are a 
primary cause of hypoglycemia.

Oral hypoglycemic agents: Sulfonylureas and meglitinides can lead to 
hypoglycemic events, particularly in patients whose caloric intake is reduced 
or altered during hospitalization [2].



J Diabetes Metab 2024, Vol.15, Issue 11: 1187. Kavita Singh

2

3. Personalized treatment plans: Tailoring insulin and medication regimens 
according to the patient's changing clinical status and dietary intake is critical.

4.  Nutritional management: Coordinating meal times with medication 
schedules ensures consistent carbohydrate intake, helping to stabilize blood 
glucose levels [8].

5.  Protocol-driven approaches: Implementing evidence-based protocols for 
insulin administration and management of blood glucose can reduce the 
incidence of hypoglycemia.

6.  Multidisciplinary care: Collaborative care involving endocrinologists, 
dietitians, nurses, and pharmacists enhances the management of patients 
with diabetes, ensuring comprehensive coverage of all aspects of their care.

Results
Numerous studies indicate that hypoglycemia in hospitalized patients with 
diabetes significantly correlates with worse clinical outcomes. Observational 
data show that patients experiencing hypoglycemic episodes during hospital 
stays are more likely to have longer hospitalizations, higher rates of morbidity, 
and increased healthcare costs. For instance, a study conducted in a large 
academic hospital reported that patients with at least one episode of 
hypoglycemia had an average length of stay extended by 2.5 days compared 
to those who did not experience hypoglycemia. Additionally, the prevalence 
of hypoglycemia during hospitalization has been reported to vary from 1% 
to over 20%, depending on the patient population and treatment protocols in 
place [9].

Discussion
Hypoglycemia remains a significant concern in hospitalized patients with 
diabetes, as it can complicate the clinical course and lead to extended 
healthcare resource utilization. While individual patient risk factors contribute 
to the likelihood of hypoglycemia, systemic issues within healthcare settings, 
including medication errors and inconsistent glucose monitoring practices, 
exacerbate the problem. Implementing standardized protocols for glucose 
management and increasing healthcare provider education about diabetes 
management in the hospital setting has the potential to improve patient 
outcomes. Moreover, interdisciplinary collaboration among healthcare 
professionals can help optimize medications and dietary plans. Empowering 
patients with education around recognizing hypoglycemia's early signs can 
enhance their ability to manage their condition actively and advocate for their 
needs while hospitalized. It is crucial for healthcare teams to maintain a high 
index of suspicion for hypoglycemia, especially in patients experiencing rapid 
changes in their clinical status [10].

Conclusion
Hypoglycemia is a serious complication highly prevalent among hospitalized 
patients with diabetes, with far-reaching clinical implications. Effective 
management requires tailored, patient-centered approaches that encompass 

rigorous monitoring, individualized treatment plans, and interdisciplinary 
collaboration. By acknowledging the factors contributing to hypoglycemia 
and actively incorporating preventive strategies, healthcare providers can 
significantly reduce its incidence, enhance patient safety, and ultimately 
improve clinical outcomes in this vulnerable population. As the body of 
evidence concerning hypoglycemia continues to grow, further research 
focusing on best practices for managing diabetes in the hospital setting is 
imperative to advancing patient care.

References
1.	 Vujosevic S, Aldington SJ, Silva P (2020)  Screening for diabetic 

retinopathy: new perspectives and challenges. Lancet Diabetes 
Endocrinol 8: 337-347.

2.	 Brown DM (2021) Evaluation of intravitreal afibercept for the treatment of 
severe nonproliferative diabetic retinopathy: Results from the panorama 
randomized clinical trial. JAMA Ophthalmol 139: 946-955.

3.	 Duh EJ, Sun JK, Stitt AW (2017)  Diabetic retinopathy: Current 
understanding, mechanisms, and treatment strategies. JCI Insight 2: 
e93751.

4.	 Ren Y (2022)  Discovery of Therapeutic Candidates for Diabetic 
Retinopathy Based on Molecular Switch Analysis: Application of a 
Systematic Process. Oxid Med Cell Longev.

5.	 Kollias AN, Ulbig MW (2010)  Diabetic retinopathy: Early diagnosis and 
effective treatment.

6.	 Dtsch Arztebl Int 107: 75-83.

7.	 AM Hendrick, MV Gibson, A Kulshreshtha (2015)  Diabetic retinopathy. 
Prim Care 42: 451-464.

8.	 Rêgo S, Monteiro-Soares M, Dutra-Medeiros M, Soares F, Dias CC, et 
al. (2022)  Implementation and Evaluation of a Mobile Retinal Image 
Acquisition System for Screening Diabetic Retinopathy: Study Protocol. 
Diabetology 3: 1-16.

9.	 Thomas RL, Halim S, Gurudas S, Sivaprasad S, Owens DR, et al. (2019) IDF 
Diabetes Atlas: a review of studies utilising retinal photography on the 
global prevalence of diabetes related retinopathy between 2015 and 
2018. Diabetes Res Clin Pract 157:107840.

10.	 Zhou R (2022)  Investigating the Mechanisms of Pollen Typhae in the 
Treatment of Diabetic Retinopathy Based on Network Pharmacology and 
Molecular Docking. Evid Based Complement Alternat M.

11.	 Klein R, Klein BF, Moss SE, Davis MD, DeMets DL, et al. (1989)  The 
Wisconsin epidemiologic study of diabetic retinopathy: IX. Four-year 
incidence and progression of diabetic retinopathy when age at diagnosis 
is less than 30 years. Arch Ophthalmol 107: 237-243.

Cite this article: Kavita Singh. Understanding and Managing Hypoglycemia in Hospitalized Patients with Diabetes. J Diabetes Metab, 2024, 15(11): 
1187.

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(19)30411-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(19)30411-5/fulltext
https://scholars.houstonmethodist.org/en/publications/evaluation-of-intravitreal-aflibercept-for-the-treatment-of-sever
https://scholars.houstonmethodist.org/en/publications/evaluation-of-intravitreal-aflibercept-for-the-treatment-of-sever
https://scholars.houstonmethodist.org/en/publications/evaluation-of-intravitreal-aflibercept-for-the-treatment-of-sever
https://insight.jci.org/articles/view/93751
https://insight.jci.org/articles/view/93751
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/omcl/2022/3412032/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/omcl/2022/3412032/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/omcl/2022/3412032/
https://www.aerzteblatt.de/int/archive/article/67627
https://www.aerzteblatt.de/int/archive/article/67627
https://www.primarycare.theclinics.com/article/S0095-4543(15)00038-X/fulltext
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-4540/3/1/1
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-4540/3/1/1
https://www.diabetesresearchclinicalpractice.com/article/S0168-8227(19)31257-4/fulltext
https://www.diabetesresearchclinicalpractice.com/article/S0168-8227(19)31257-4/fulltext
https://www.diabetesresearchclinicalpractice.com/article/S0168-8227(19)31257-4/fulltext
https://www.diabetesresearchclinicalpractice.com/article/S0168-8227(19)31257-4/fulltext
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/ecam/2022/5728408/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/ecam/2022/5728408/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/ecam/2022/5728408/
https://eurekamag.com/research/009/538/009538720.php
https://eurekamag.com/research/009/538/009538720.php
https://eurekamag.com/research/009/538/009538720.php
https://eurekamag.com/research/009/538/009538720.php

